
 THE REFERENCE VIRAL DATABASE DOWNLOAD AND USE AGREEMENT 
 
The Reference Viral Database (RVDB) was created by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), an 
agency of the United States Government (Government), using nucleotide sequences made publicly 
available by National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) and is hosted by the University of 
Delaware, Center for Bioinformatics and Computational Biology (UD). The FDA and UD are collectively, 
the “Providers”. RVDB contains unmodified viral, viral-related, viral-like sequences and associated 
record information from NCBI databases including Genbank, viral RefSeq, viral neighbor genomes, and 
Third-Party Annotations (TPA). The FDA created RVDB to provide a database enriched for viral 
sequences and associated metadata for broad virus detection. RVDB is made available to the public by 
the FDA and hosted by UD. BY DOWNLOADING RVDB, THE PARTY DOWNLOADING RVDB (THE 
RECIPIENT), AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS: 
 

1. It is the intent of the Providers that RVDB be available for use by the public. The Recipient may 
use, reproduce, and create derivatives of RVDB and the Recipient may share or distribute RVDB 
and derivatives of RVDB to others. 

 
2. The Providers makes no representations or warranties regarding the content or accuracy of 

the information contained in RVDB and associated files.  The Providers also make no 
representations or warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose or that the 
use of RVDB, its sequences, metadata or associated information will not infringe any patent, 
copyright, trademark, or other rights.  The Providers accept no responsibility for any 
consequence of the Recipient’s receipt or use of RVDB or any information contained in RVDB. 
Further, the Providers accept no responsibility for any consequences of the Recipient’s 
distribution of RVDB or derivatives of RVDB.     The RVDB and any information contained in 
RVDB or associated with RVDB is being provided AS-IS. 
 

3. In no event will the Providers be liable to the Recipient for any damages incurred by Recipient, 
including but not limited to direct, indirect, special or consequential damages, arising out of, 
resulting from, or in any way connected with the Recipient’s use of RVDB and its sequences, 
information or metadata.  

 
4. Recipient will not claim, infer or imply Providers’ endorsement of RVDB, results obtained by 

Recipient, and analyses performed by Recipient using RVDB and its sequences, information or 
metadata, in any promotional advertising or other promotional materials. 
 

5. RVDB, including but not limited to, its sequences, information or metadata are not intended by 
Providers to be used as a regulatory standard. 
 

6. In accordance with academic standards, Recipient should cite to the original submitters of 
sequences and metadata used in academic publications. For the RVDB, recipients should cite to: 
 
Goodacre N, Aljanahi A, Nandakumar S, Mikailov M, Khan AS. A Reference Viral Database (RVDB) 
To Enhance Bioinformatics Analysis of High-Throughput Sequencing for Novel Virus Detection. 
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7. The FDA may offer RVDB to others under separate terms or conditions and may stop updating 
RVDB or making RVDB publicly available at any time. Additionally, UD may stop hosting RVDB at 
any time.  These actions will not terminate this Agreement with respect to Recipient’s use of 
copies of RVDB downloaded prior to these actions.  
 

8. If Recipient shares or distributes RVDB or derivatives of RVDB to third parties, the terms of 
agreement between the Providers and third-party will include the Provider‘s disclaimers and 
terms of paragraphs 2-6, namely, a disclaimer of Provider’s warranties and liability (p. 2 and p. 
3), a statement that RVDB is not intended to be used as a regulatory standard (p. 5), a notice of 
no endorsements by Providers (p. 4), and the requirement for attribution in academic 
publications (6). 
 

9. The Providers are not liable for any damages incurred by using the proteic versions of RVDB 
developed independently by the Institut Pasteur, which is linked to its source page from the 
RVDB website, or other versions developed from RVDB.  


